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Barber Valley Fire and Vegetation Management Plan 

July 2011 
 

Introduction 
   
The Boise City Council approved Brighton Corporation’s Barber Valley Specific Plan (SP-02) in 
December of 2007 for its proposed developments located at the eastern limits of Boise City, Ada 
County, Idaho.  The “Terrace” portion of the Specific Plan, developed as “River Heights,” is 
located at the edge of the Boise Front Foothills.  As a result, this Fire and Vegetation 
Management Plan has been prepared to guide project development and to protect property and 
residents from potential wildfire threats.  This Plan (hereafter, FVMP) mandates compliance 
with the requirements of the Boise City Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Code (Appendix A), 
incorporates references to the International Urban-Wildland Interface Code (IUWIC), and 
provides additional management tools identified by the Fire-wise Counties Program.  The Plan 
provides guidelines for River Heights’ homeowners and steps to be taken by the River Heights 
Owners Association (hereafter, RHOA) to mitigate or reduce the potential risk of wildfire and to 
improve the health and stability of the surrounding vegetation and wildlife habitat.  
Implementation of the FVMP is expected to achieve “Firewise Community” recognition. 
 
Project Description 
 
The Barber Valley Specific Plan, covering approximately 292 acres, is comprised of three 
distinctly separate development areas: River Heights (AKA “The Terrace”), the Mill District, 
and Barber Station.   
 
River Heights—the principal focus of this Plan—at approximately 119 acres, including a junior 
high school site, is located north of Warm Springs Avenue.  In addition to the development area, 
a 56.44-acre section of the property was donated to the Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
(IDFG) in December of 2006.  The Maynard Gulch drainage runs through both, the donated and 
project areas.  The property is primarily agriculture, including domestic livestock grazing.  Warm 
Springs Avenue borders the entire length of the project’s southern edge, with the exception of the 
existing Riverland Terrace neighborhood.  The Boise River Wildlife Management Area (WMA), 
administered by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), borders the site to the north, 
with private lands bordering the remainder of the site (Figure 2). 
 
The Mill District component of the Barber Valley Specific Plan is internal to the already-
developed Harris Ranch community and will neither be subject to wildland fire threats, nor have 
an impact on the surrounding wildlife habitat.  
 
Barber Station, a 54-acre business park located at the west end of Barber Valley, adjacent to the 
Boise River south of Warm Springs Avenue (Figure 1), is surrounded by the nearly-completed, 
70-acre Marianne Williams Park. The park and Boise greenbelt will surround the Barber Station 
core, buffering the project with wetlands and enhanced habitat.  The site was historically a 
lumber mill.  
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Based on ownership and the location of each distinct development area as it pertains to the risk 
and/or probability of wildlife, the FVMP will address only the River Heights area, not including 
the school site.  The school site (East Junior High), under jurisdiction of the Boise School 
District, is not bound to the requirements of this Plan.   
 
Specific aspects of these guidelines and fuels controls may be used in the development of the 
school site or Mill District and Barber Station projects, but the requirements in this plan will 
apply only to with the residential portion of the River Heights Development (hereafter, RHD).      
 
The RHD, which is approximately 97-acres in size, will be implemented in three (3) phases over 
the next five-to-eight years.  RHD has been approved for 260 residential units and associated 
trails and open space.  The actual timing to complete the proposed project is subject to change 
due to market conditions, development competition, and other potential factors.   
 
Table 1 summarizes the proposed changes and land use categories planned for the RHD 
identified in the conceptual plans (Figure 2).  The Barber Station and Mill District areas, 
identified in figure 1, will not be included in this report, and the school site will only be included 
for reference. 
 
Table 1.  Land Use Summary. 

 
 
 
 

 

Residential 86.12 -Acres 

Open Space 10.97-Acres 

RHD Total 97.09-Acres 

 

School Site 21.50-Acres 

Donated (IDFG) 56.44-Acres 

Total Area 175.03-acres 
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  Figure 1.  Project Vicinity Map. 
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Figure 2.  Conceptual Master Plan for the Proposed RHD  



Barber Valley Fire and Vegetation Management Plan                                    Page 5 of 24 
  

The plant communities found within the RHD project area are those commonly found throughout 
the Boise Foothills. The area supports four general vegetation communities (grassland, shrub, 
invasives, and agriculture) and one non-vegetative community (disturbed) (Figure 3). These 
communities were determined by the dominant vegetation or disturbance characteristic. In 
addition, past and current use and disturbance, as well as defining boundaries including roads, 
slope, and aspect were also considered. Table 2 quantifies the amount and percent of each 
community type found within the proposed boundary.  Specific descriptions of the communities 
found within the RHD are noted below.   
 
Table 2.  Vegetative Communities within the RHD 
 

Community Type No. Acres % of Total 
Grassland 3.19 2.69% 

Shrub 20.00 16.86% 
Agricultural 66.22 55.84% 

Invasive Dominated 22.24 18.76% 
Disturbed 2.64 2.23% 
Riparian 4.29 3.62% 

Total 118.59 100.00% 
 
Grasslands cover approximately 3.19-acres of the proposed RHD, and make up approximately 
2.69 percent of the project area.  These sites have been significantly altered through increased 
frequency of fires, introduction and spread of invasive and noxious weed species, and livestock 
grazing.  These communities are generally dominated by cheat grass (Bromus tectorum) or 
medusahead wild rye (Taeniatherum caput-medusae), with scattered patches of native species, 
including:  Three-awn (Aristida longiseta); Sandburg’s blue grass (Poa sandbergii); squirrel tail 
(Elymus elymoides); blue bunch wheat grass (Agropyron spicatum); some Idaho fescue (Festuca 
idahoensis); and six-week fescue (Vulpia octoflora).  This community is currently restricted to a 
band at the base of the slopes where agricultural, shrub, and invasive communities on the flats 
transition into the foothills shrub/grass communities.   
 
Shrub communities make up approximately 20.00 acres (16.86 percent) of the community.  
These communities are dominated by Wyoming big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp. 
Wyomingensis) and green rabbitbrush (Ericameria nauseosus and viscidiflora formerly known as 
Chrysothamnus), with Basin big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata ssp. Tridentate) associated with 
the riparian communities and drainage bottoms.  Several individual bitterbrush (Purshia 
tridentata) species are also present, but have been significantly hedged.  Bitterbrush is a key 
forage species for mule deer and other big game species, but has been significantly reduced in 
the area by wildfire and livestock grazing.   
 
The composition of the understory associated with shrub-dominated communities generally 
changes from the center toward the peripheral grassland and invasive communities.  The 
understory is generally dominated by more native grass and forb species closer toward the 
riparian area in Maynard Gulch.  The understory transitions into annual grasses, cheatgrass and 
medusahead wild rye in the western portion of the shrub areas, and to rush skeleton weed 
(Chondrilla juncea) in the middle and eastern portion of the community.  Rush Skelton weed 
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dominates the eastern portion of the community to such an extent that it actually creates a sizable 
fuel source and wildfire threat.    
 
Agricultural lands at the base of the hills in the northwestern portion of the project area are 
currently the largest community on the site (66.22-acres or 55.84-percent).  This type of 
community is monoculture, i.e., single species, during the growing season and bare soil after 
harvest and tilling. Typically, plowed agricultural fields result in the potential establishment and 
spread of noxious weeds and non-native invasive plant species related to ongoing soil 
disturbance, transported livestock, and machinery from other locations with weed infestations.   
 
Invasive-dominated lands occur over the majority of the eastern section of the project areas, and 
are the second largest community (22.24 acres or 18.76 percent).  This area is a transition from 
invasive species to grass/shrub communities at the base of the foothills.  The dominant species 
throughout this area include a canopy of rush skeleton weed with an understory of cheatgrass.  
The rush skeleton weed population in the area has reached a density sufficient to support a fire.  
Site surveys also identified several other infestations of noxious weeds in the area, including 
whitetop (Lepidium draba, previously known as Cardaria draba), and field bindweed 
(Convolvulus arvensis). 
 
The one, non-vegetative classification, disturbed (2.64 acres), was associated with a barn 
structure north of Warm Springs Avenue.  The site has been historically graded and developed 
with limited vegetation, generally invasive and noxious weed species, and has limited use for 
wildlife habitat.  This area is approximately 2.23 percent of the total project area.   
 
There are two riparian communities associated with the RHD.  The channel that borders the 
northwest portion of the project area is an irrigation ditch dominated by invasives and noxious 
weeds.  Based on the proximity to agricultural fields and associated fertilizers, herbicides and 
pesticide; the seasonal fluctuations in water levels associated with the irrigation district; and the 
fact the channel is dredged on a regular basis, this community has limited remaining structural 
and functional wetland components and has limited habitat value for both plants or wildlife.   
 
A 10-foot natural surface pathway will be constructed adjacent to the Penitentiary Canal in Phase 
1 of the RHD.  A similar 10-foot natural pathway will also be constructed along the entire 
northern boundary of Phases 2 and 3 (Figure 4) as well.  The natural path will create a fuel break 
adjacent to the residential structures in the northern portion of the project which would be most 
susceptible to wildfire events.  This fuel break, in conjunction with the required setbacks of the 
adjacent residential units, as well as specific landscaping requirements (see below), will greatly 
reduce the potential threat to human life and property.               
 
The riparian community associated with Maynard Gulch is in much better condition from a 
structural and functional perspective.  This area has an identifiable channel with seasonal waters 
levels (ephemeral) based on snow pack and annual precipitation.  Plant species such as willows 
(Salix sp.), rushes (Juncus sp.), and other riparian-associated species are present, as well.  The 
site is also used as a wash and sediment basin during high flow events.  Significant scouring, soil 
movement, and deposition are evidence of past events.  The total area of these two riparian 
communities is 3.90 acres or 3.62 percent, of which a majority is associated with the irrigation 
ditch (2.6 acres or 66.67 percent).  However, while the drainage area associated with Maynard 
Gulch (1.3 acres or 33.33 percent of the riparian community) makes up only 1.2 percent of the 
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area within the development boundary; it has the greatest diversity and abundance of plant 
species, as well as wildlife use per area.   
 
The Maynard Gulch drainage community will be restored as part of the River Heights Wildlife 
Mitigation Plan (WMP). However, a natural pathway will be incorporated into the restoration 
process and constructed adjacent to Phase 2 residential units, subsequently creating a small break 
in the fuels.  This break, associated with the setbacks and landscape requirements, below, will 
also greatly reduce the potential threat to human life and property.       
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Figure  3.  Vegetative Communities within the RHD 
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Figure  4.  Conceptual RHD Phasing Plan 
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Based on the vegetative communities present directly adjacent to the RHD, there are only three 
fuel models identified by the 2006 IUWIC, including: 
 
A - This fuel model represents western grasslands vegetated by annual grasses and forbs. Brush 
or trees may be present but are very sparse, occupying less than a third of the area.  Examples of 
types where Fuel Model A should be used are cheatgrass and medusahead. Open pinon-juniper, 
sagebrush-grass, and desert shrub associations may appropriately be assigned this fuel model if 
the woody plants meet the density criteria. The quantity and continuity of the ground fuels vary 
greatly with rainfall from year to year.  This is considered a light fuel type. 
 
L - This fuel model is meant to represent western grasslands vegetated by perennial grasses. The 
principal species are coarser and the loadings heavier than those in Model A fuels. Otherwise, 
the situations are very similar; shrubs and trees occupy less than one-third of the area. The 
quantity of fuel in these areas is more stable from year to year. In sagebrush areas, Fuel Model T 
may be more appropriate.  This is considered a light fuel type.  
 
T - The sagebrush-grass types of the Great Basin and the Intermountain West are characteristic 
of T fuels.  The shrubs burn easily and are not dense enough to shade out grass and other 
herbaceous plants. The shrubs must occupy at least one-third of the site or the A or L fuel models 
should be used. Fuel Model T might be used for immature scrub oak and desert shrub 
associations in the West, and the scrub oak-wire grass type in the Southeast.  This is considered a 
medium fuel type.  
 
Of these models, the predominant fuel types directly adjacent to the development are models A 
and L, with limited patches of T (Figure 3).  Based on the fuel models identified for the site, and 
compliance with access and water supply requirements identified in the 2006 IUWIC, the fire 
hazard severity was determined by completing the 2006 IUWIC Fire Hazard Severity Form 
(Appendix B).  The RHD was determined to have a low hazard rating with a score of 25.   
 
River Heights Construction Requirements (Refer to Appendix A) 
 
Based on the requirements of the Boise City Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Code, 
residential units within the RHD and the ignition-resistant construction codes identified in the 
2006 IUWIC Special Building Construction Regulations, as well as the Firewise standards 
identified below.  These standards will only be required on units directly adjacent to a fuel 
source based on the low hazard rating (25); the configuration of units in relationship to adjacent 
vegetative fuel sources; the requirement for vegetative management surrounding at-risk 
structures; the separation of fuels and at-risk structures with fuel breaks; the requirement for 
Class C or greater roof assemblies on all structures; the limited potential of interior residential 
units to be directly contacted by flames; and the additional building/landscaping requirements 
identified below for units directly adjacent to wildland fuel sources. 
In addition to these standards, all units subject to the WUI will undergo a home inspection and 
hazard assessment prior to occupancy, with subsequent assessments completed by the River 
Heights Conservation Director, or other qualified resource, at least every five years.  These 
reports will be submitted to the City of Boise and the Boise City Fire Development as part of the 
annual WMP report. 
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There have been two final plats recorded within Phase 1 (Figure 4).  Phases 2 and 3 are still in 
the planning stage and do not have finalized lot locations.  Therefore, it is a requirement of this 
Plan that the lots directly adjacent to natural open space will be identified in the preliminary plats 
and by note on the final plats.  These units will conform to the requirements set forth in this Plan.  
In addition, these units will conform to the River Heights-specific standards identified below, 
and will conform to the home inspection and hazard assessments identified above.   
 
RHD Site-Specific Fire Management Plan Requirements  
 
All units directly adjacent to open foothills or natural open space that is contiguous with 
adjacent, open foothills, will permanently maintain survivable space in accordance with the zone 
plan identified in Figure 5. However, nothing herein will require the developer or any landowner 
to maintain property that they do not own and/or that falls outside the boundary of the RHD.  
These requirements are intended to establish safe maintenance standards that, if implemented 
and maintained, can reduce the probability of wildfire loss. 
 

 
Figure 5.  Management Zones 
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Zone 1 is the area of maximum modification and treatment (Figure 5 and 6) and is designed to 
prevent surface flames from reaching the structure. It consists of a minimum area of 30-feet 
around the structure in which all combustible vegetation (wildland and landscape) is modified or 
removed.  This area will normally consist of irrigated lawns and other fire-resistant landscaping.  
The area is measured from the outside edge of the home’s eaves or any attached structures, such 
as decks. This area will be developed and maintained by the homeowner in accordance with the 
requirements identified below.  In the event that the homeowner’s property is less than the 
required Zone 1 distance (30-feet), but still within the boundaries of the development, the RHOA 
will be responsible for the development and maintenance of the remaining portion of Zone 1.  
The RHOA will also make a good faith effort to work in collaboration with adjacent land 
owners, primarily the IDFG and private lands, to address the amount and connectivity of 
wildland fuels directly adjacent to these lots or the RHD boundary.   
 
Landscaping within three feet of the structure will be restricted to widely spaced foundation 
plantings of low growing shrubs or other “Firewise” plants (Appendix C) to be approved by the 
Barber Valley Design Review Board (BVDRB).  Flammable plants will not be located beneath 
windows, below attic vents or next to foundation vents.  To reduce their ignition potential from 
airborne embers, plants will be annually pruned and maintained by the homeowner.  During 
periods of high fire danger, storage of firewood or other combustible materials will be prohibited 
in these areas, unless in an enclosed, non-combustible storage structure.  This includes storage of 
materials under attached decks.     
 
Highly flammable trees and shrubs (conifers, junipers, arborvitaes, etc.) in Zone 1 shall be 
limited to no more than one tree per 2,000-square feet (sf) and one shrub per 250 square feet, and 
they must be incorporated into the landscape design, taking into consideration the slope of the 
property (Table 3).  Contiguous surface fuels and aerial ladder fuels will be restricted.  The 
placement of highly flammable trees and shrubs will not create contiguous fuel connections 
between Zone 2 and the structure or attached deck (see Table 3 for requirements).  Highly 
flammable trees within Zone 1 will be isolated from each other and pruned to at least 10 feet 
above ground (or 1/2 the height, whichever is less).  In addition, these trees and shrubs will be 
restricted from contacting combustible siding or the roof and must be pruned to at least 10 feet 
from the structure.  Highly flammable trees shall be placed away from the structure at least the 
distance of the trees full height at maturity (may be placed closer with the approval from the Fire 
Marshal).  The RHOA will work with homeowners to identify site-appropriate species and 
educate residents on wildfire, fire hazards, and Firewise concepts.    
 
Table 3.  Minimum tree crown and shrub clump spacing. 

% slope  Tree Crown Spacing  Brush and Shrub Clump Spacing  

0 -10 %  10´  2 1/2 x shrub height  

11 - 20%  15´ 3 x shrub height  

21 - 40%  20´  4 x shrub height  

> 40% 30´ 6 x shrub height 

Zone 2 is an area of modified fuels designed to reduce the intensity of a fire approaching the 
structure.  Depending upon slope, this zone will extend from 75 to 125 feet from the structure.  
Within this zone, the continuity and arrangement of vegetation will be based on a modified 
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natural community emphasizing native species that are not highly flammable. Diseased, dead, or 
dying trees and shrubs will be removed to the extent possible.  This area forms a buffer and 
provides a transition between Zones 1 and 3.  In the event that the homeowner property boundary 
extends beyond Zone 1, the homeowner will be responsible for developing and maintaining the 
area in accordance to Zone 2 standards.  However, this area can also be managed and maintained 
by the homeowner in coordination with the RHOA.  In the event that the area associated with 
Zone 2 lay outside the development boundary, the RHOA will make a good faith effort to work 
in collaboration with adjacent land owners, primarily the IDFG and private lands, to address the 
amount and connectivity of wildland fuels directly adjacent to these lots or the RHD boundary.   
   
Zone 3 extends beyond Zone 2 as needed in high fire hazard areas.  Fuels and community 
composition will generally be managed under the WMP, and restored to the extent possible.  In 
the event that the homeowner’s property boundary includes Zone 3, the homeowner will work 
collaboratively with the RHOA and Conservation Director to develop and maintain the area 
based on the required standards.  In the event that the area associated with Zone 3 lay outside the 
development boundary, the RHOA and Conservation director will make a good faith effort to 
work in collaboration with adjacent land owners, primarily the IDFG and private lands, to 
address the amount and connectivity of wildland fuels directly adjacent to these lots or the RHD 
boundary.   
 
Requirements for Survivable Space 
 
The following checklist will be used to determine if the home site is meeting requirements 
identified by this fire plan, or if additional work or maintenance is necessary: 
 
• Fuels accumulating on the structure and in Zone 1 will be maintained by the homeowner 

or responsible body (see above) at a minimum of 30-feet from the outside edge of the 
home’s eaves or any attached structures, such as decks.  

 
• There are no contiguous fuel sources that connect Zone 2 with the structure.  
 
• There are no ladder or surface fuels that connect Zone 1 to the structure.  
 
• Highly flammable trees and shrubs are properly thinned and pruned within the survivable 

space. Slash from the thinning is disposed of off-site, with the exception of limited 
mulching.  

 
• Roof and gutters are clear of debris throughout the fire season.  
 
• Combustible vegetation overhanging the roof or chimney will be removed.  
 
 • Grasses in Zone 1 are irrigated and mowed to a maximum height of 4 inches, with the 

exception of ornamental landscaping grasses that are Firewise-recommended or pose 
little or no threat as contiguous fuel sources. 

  
• An outdoor water supply is available, complete with a hose and nozzle that can reach all 

parts of the structure. 
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• Road signs and access requirements are met (see RHD design guidelines) and house 
numbers are posted and easily visible.  

 
• Trash and debris accumulations will be taken off site, and restricted from storage on site, 

with the exception of limited mulching.  
 
• Non-combustible materials, such as stone or irrigated lawn, should be used to create a 

three-foot buffer around the base of the foundation; however, irrigated lawn mowed to 
less than 4-inches is also acceptable.   

 
• Decks, benches, and outdoor storage units shall be constructed of non-combustible 

materials, such as fire-rated composite products.  
 
• Non-combustible materials, such as decorative rock, gravel, irrigated lawn, and stepping 

stone pathways shall be used to break up the continuity of the vegetation and fuels.  
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A. Mow grass short around shrubs (4–inches or less).  
B. The best tree species to plant generally are those naturally occurring on or  
     near the site (See Fire-wise Literature).  
C. Plant low-growing shrubs near structures away from windows and vents,  
     limit connectivity with structure.  
D. Keep grass mown around structure to a maximum of 4 inches, and irrigate  
     regularly, with conservation in mind.  
E. Plant wildflowers near structures only if they are well-irrigated and cut  
     back during the dormant season.  
F. Gravel area or mow grass short next to the structure.  
Note:  Figure from the Colorado State University Extension Program found at  
URL:  http://www.ext.colostate.edu/PUBS/NATRES/06304.html

Figure 6: Example for landscaping and placement of vegetation near the  
                structure. 

 
Requirements for the RHOA  
The RHOA will be responsible for the control and management of hazardous vegetative fuels 
directly adjacent to all walking paths and trails within the RHD boundary.  These areas will be 
primary dispersal sites for invasive and noxious weed species that could increase the overall 
amount and connectivity of fuels.  These areas will be treated annually to control the 
establishment and spread of invasive and noxious weeds species and targeted for restoration and 
enhancement projects.  Minimum widths of the paths/trails and associated fuels reduction will be 
8 feet.      
 
The intent of controlling fuels and re-establishing natural vegetation adjacent to these paths is 
two-fold.  First, they function as fire breaks in areas of natural open space and reduce the overall 
connectivity of fuels.  This can limit the size and spread of wildfires in the area.  Second, 
vegetation associated with these paths is the primary connection between the natural areas where 
wildfires are more likely to exist, with the internal residential and commercial structures that will 
have fewer fire-associated restrictions.  By limiting fuel connectivity with natural open areas, the 
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probability of wildfire affecting structures that are not directly adjacent to natural open space will 
be significantly reduced.               
 
In addition to treatment activity and restoration programs within the boundary of RHD, the 
RHOA will work in coordination with adjacent private land owners, the Boise Fire Department, 
IDFG, and other agencies to complete similar fuels reduction and restoration projects on lands 
adjacent to the development.  The intent of off-site projects will be to reestablish historically-
altered vegetative communities and associated fire regimes on a larger area.  This will create a 
buffer, i.e., reduce the overall probability and frequency of wildfires in the area as opposed to 
just within RHD, and increase the amount of native or desirable habitat for wildlife.  
 
In concept, other developments in the area and throughout the adjacent foothills will be doing 
similar programs that could have the long-term cumulative effect of reducing the establishment 
and spread of invasive and noxious weeds species, reestablishing native vegetative communities 
and the associated structural and functional components, and reestablishing more natural fire 
regimes which would reduce the overall adverse impacts of wildfire in the foothills.  Funding for 
these types of off-site projects will be provided for through potential cooperative grant 
opportunities.      
 
Registered Fire-Wise Development Program 
 
The RHD Conservation Director will initiate the process to become a recognized Firewise 
Community.  The RHOA will work in cooperation with local fire agencies and Firewise 
representatives to complete the application process and enforce the requirements set forth by the 
Firewise program (www.firewise.org).  As part of the Firewise process, residents will be 
educated on the science of wildland fire and its behavior, and understand the concepts behind the 
required home inspections and hazard assessments.   
 
As the RHD grows and changes, so will the needs and requirements of its FVMP.  Therefore, 
this will be a living document to be altered and updated on an as needed basis.  The RHOA and 
Conservation Director will be able to use all tools identified in the current FVMP.  However, 
changes to the FVMP will require the approval of the RHD Advisory Committee (see WMP) and 
City of Boise Development Services and Fire Department.                        
 
 
 
 
 
 



Barber Valley Fire and Vegetation Management Plan                                    Page 17 of 24 
  

APPENDIX  A 
 

 
CHAPTER 49, BOISE CITY WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE CODE 

 
4901 Scope 
 
Upon the effective date of this ordinance, the requirements contained herein shall be applicable to all new 
structures and additions constructed within the Boise City Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Zones as 
illustrated by attachment 69-A. Design and construction of new structures within the WUI Zones shall 
comply with all the provisions of this chapter along with the current provisions contained within the 
International Fire Code, International Building Code and Boise City Zoning Code as adopted and 
periodically amended or updated. Should any provision within this chapter conflict with any other 
provision of Boise City Code, then this chapter shall control. 
 
4902 Wildland-Urban Interface Zone Designations 
 
The Wildland-Urban Interface Zones shall be depicted on maps available for inspection by the public. 
Zone “A” shall depict foothills fire hazard areas. Zone “B” shall depict valley, desert and other occluded 
fire hazard areas. These maps are generalized depictions of the WUI Zone boundaries. The Code Official 
shall have final authority in determining which lots shall be included within each zone. The reevaluation 
and review of the WUI Zones shall be conducted every three-years or more frequently as deemed 
appropriate by the Boise City Council. 
 
4903 Authority of Code Official 
 
The Chief of the Boise Fire Department or his/her designee (hereinafter “code official”) is hereby 
authorized to enforce the provisions of this code. The code official empowered to render interpretations of 
this code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to effectuate the implementation and enforcement 
of the code provisions contained herein. Such interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in 
accordance with the intent and purpose of this chapter. 
 
4904 Violation and Penalty 
 
A.  Criminal Penalties.  Any person, firm or corporation found guilty of violating any provision of 

this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction may be punished by a fine of 
not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), by imprisonment for not more than one hundred 
eighty (180) days or by both. Each day, or any portion thereof, a violation of this chapter occurs 
or continues shall constitute a separate offense, and upon conviction thereof may be punished as 
provided above. 

 
B.  Civil Penalties.  Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this chapter may be 

assessed civil penalties in an amount of not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00) for a first 
offense and not more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) for each subsequent offense. Each 
day, or any portion thereof, a violation of this chapter occurs or continues shall constitute a 
separate violation and a civil penalty may be assessed as provided above. The notice of violation 
shall state what violation(s) has occurred and state when and to whom the civil penalty must be 
paid. Failure to pay the assessed civil penalty may result in legal or other action by the City of 
Boise and the violator may incur reasonable collection costs. 
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4905 Appeal 
 
Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by any action or decision of the code official arising out of 
the enforcement of this chapter may appeal first to the Fire Code Board of Appeals, and then to the 
Boise City Council. Such appeal shall be made in writing and must be filed with the City Clerk within 
ten (10) calendar days after the action or decision which is the subject of the appeal. This appeal 
provision does not apply to criminal enforcement actions arising from the provisions of this code. 
 
4906 Special Building Construction Regulations 
 
Buildings and structures in WUI Zones “A” and “B” shall be constructed in accordance with the 
International Fire Code, International Building Code, Boise City Code and this chapter. 
 
Exceptions: 

1.  Detached accessory structures not exceeding 200 square feet in floor area. 
2.  In WUI Zone “B” this chapter, with exception of roof coverings and repair of roof 

coverings, is only applicable to outer perimeter structures abutting undeveloped                           
property. 
 

4907 General 
 
Buildings and structures hereafter constructed, modified or relocated into or within the WUI Zones shall 
meet the construction requirements in accordance with this chapter. Fire-resistant construction shall be in 
accordance with Sections 4908 through 4918. 
 
4908 Roof covering 
 
Roofs shall have a Class A roof covering or a Class A roof assembly. For roof coverings where the profile 
allows a space between the roof covering and roof decking, the space at the eave ends shall be firestopped 
to preclude entry of flames or embers, or have one layer of 72-pound mineral-surfaced, non-perforated 
cap sheathing complying with ASTM D 3909 installed over the combustible decking. 
 
4909 Replacement or repair of roof coverings 
 
Roof coverings on buildings or structures in existence prior to the adoption of this code that are replaced 
or have 50 percent or more replaced in a 12-month period shall be replaced with a roof covering as 
required for new construction based on the type of ignition-resistant construction specified in accordance 
with Section 4908. 
 
4910 Replacement or repair of siding 
 
Siding coverings on buildings or structures in existence prior to the adoption of this code that are replaced 
or have 50 percent or more replaced in a 12-month period shall be replaced with a siding material as 
required for new construction based on the type of ignition-resistant construction specified in accordance 
with Section 4912. 
 
4911 Protection of eaves 
 
Eaves and soffits shall be protected on the exposed underside by materials approved for a minimum of 1- 
hour fire-resistance-rated construction, 1-inch (25.4 mm) nominal fire-retardant-treated lumber or ¾-inch 
(19 mm) nominal fire-retardant-treated plywood, identified for exterior use and meeting the requirements 
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of Section 2303.2 of the International Building Code. Fascias are required and shall be protected on the 
backside by materials approved for a minimum of 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction or 2-inch (51 
mm) nominal dimension lumber. 
 
4912 Exterior walls 
 
Exterior walls of buildings or structures shall be constructed with one of the following methods: 

1.  Materials approved for a minimum of 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction on 
the exterior side. 

2.  Approved non-combustible materials. 
3.  Heavy timber or log wall construction. 
4.  Fire-retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The fire-retardant-treated wood shall be 

labeled for exterior use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the International 
Building Code. 

Such material shall extend from the top of the foundation to the underside of the roof sheathing. 
 
4913 Unenclosed underfloor protection 
 
Buildings or structures shall have all underfloor areas enclosed to the ground with exterior walls in 
accordance with Section 4912. 
 
Exception: Complete enclosure may be omitted where the underside of all exposed floors and all exposed 
structural columns, beams and supporting walls are protected as required for exterior 1-hour 
fireresistance-rated construction or heavy timber construction. 
 
4914 Appendages and projections 
 
Unenclosed accessory structures attached to buildings with habitable spaces and projections, such as 
decks, shall be a minimum of 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction, heavy timber construction or 
constructed of approved noncombustible materials or fire-retardant-treated wood identified for exterior 
use and meeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the International Building Code. 
When the attached structure is located and constructed so that the structure or any portion thereof projects 
over a descending slope surface greater than 10 percent, the area below the structure shall have all 
underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches (152 mm) of the ground, with exterior wall construction in 
accordance with Section 4912. 
 
4915 Exterior glazing 
 
Exterior windows, window walls, glazed doors, windows within exterior doors, and skylights shall be 
tempered glass, multilayered glazed panels, glass block or have a fire protection rating of not less than 20 
minutes. 
 
4916 Exterior doors 
 
Exterior doors shall be approved noncombustible construction, solid core wood not less than 1¾ inches 
thick (45 mm), or have a fire protection rating of not less than 20 minutes. Windows within doors and 
glazed doors shall be in accordance with Section 4915. 
 
Exception: Vehicle access doors. 
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4917 Vents 
 
Attic ventilation openings, foundation or underfloor vents, or other ventilation openings in vertical 
exterior walls and vents through roofs shall not exceed 144 square inches (0.0929 m2) each. Such vents 
shall be covered with noncombustible corrosion-resistant mesh with openings not to exceed ¼ inch (6.4 
mm), or shall be designed and approved to prevent flame or ember penetration into the structure. 
 
Attic ventilation openings shall not be located in soffits, in eave overhangs, between rafters at eaves, or in 
other overhang areas. Gable end and dormer vents shall be located at least 10 feet (3048 mm) from 
property lines. Underfloor ventilation openings shall be located as close to grade as practical. 
 
4918 Detached accessory structures 
 
Detached accessory structures greater than 200 square feet in floor area located less than 50 feet (15 240 
mm) from a building containing habitable space shall have exterior walls constructed with materials 
approved for a minimum of 1-hour fire resistance rated construction, heavy timber, log wall construction 
or constructed with approved noncombustible materials on the exterior side. 
 
When the detached structure is located and constructed so that the structure or any portion thereof projects 
over a descending slope surface greater than 10 percent, the area below the structure shall have all 
underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches (152 mm) of the ground, with exterior wall construction in 
accordance with Section 4912 or underfloor protection in accordance with Section 4913. 
 
Exception: The enclosure may be omitted where the underside of all exposed floors and all exposed 
structural columns, beams and supporting walls are protected as required for exterior 1-hour 
fireresistance-rated construction or heavy-timber construction. See Section 4908 for roof requirements. 
 
4919 Emergency Vehicle Access and Fire Sprinkler System Requirements 
 
Emergency vehicle access shall be provided in all designated WUI Zones in accordance with the 
provisions of the International Fire Code, Boise City Code and this chapter. 
 
Any multi-family dwelling with more than two dwelling units located within WUI Zone “A” shall require 
approved fire sprinkler systems in dwelling structures if: 
 

(a) the development is located more than one and one half (1.5) miles from any fire station, or 
  

(b) the development is located in an area where the response time from the nearest fire station is 
greater than four minutes. 
 

Fire sprinkler systems shall be required in WUI Zone “A” for all new multi-family dwellings with more 
than two dwelling units with a floor area in excess of 5,000 gross square feet. 
 
4920 Defensible Space 
 
Definition – Defensible Space.  An area either natural or man-made, where material capable of allowing a 
fire to spread unchecked has been treated, cleared or modified to slow the rate and intensity of an 
advancing wildfire and to create an area for fire suppression operations to occur. 
 
All newly constructed structures in Zones “A” and “B” shall be protected by a thirty (30) foot defensible 
space from undeveloped land. Defensible space may consist of the following, in order of preferred 
priority: a) a modified fire-resistive perimeter area within a common lot or roadway outside of individual 
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lots lines; and/or b) a fire-resistive landscaped yard area within individual lot lines in accordance with 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 1144, “Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition 
Hazards from Wildland Fire”. The maximum building envelope for development sites must be identified 
on each parcel to provide adequate access around the structure for fire protection, and to provide a fire 
break. 
The defensible space shall include a landscape plan and a description of maintenance responsibilities for 
the property providing the defensible space. Those responsibilities shall be included in the CC&R’s for 
the property. 
 
Landscaping within defensible space shall have the characteristics of fire-resistive vegetation described as 
follows: 
 
1.  Growth with little or no accumulation of dead vegetation (either on the ground or standing 

upright). 
 

2.  Non-resinous plants (willow, poplar or tulip trees). 
 
3.  Low volume of total vegetation (for example, a grass area as opposed to a forest or shrub-covered 

land). 
 

4.  Plants with high live fuel moisture (plants that contain a large amount of water in comparison to 
their dry weight). 

 
5.  Drought tolerant plants (deeply rooted plants with thick, heavy leaves). 
 
6.  Stands without ladder fuels (plants without small, fine branches and limbs between the ground 

and the canopy of overtopping shrubs and trees). 
 

7.  Plants requiring little maintenance (slow-growing plants that, when maintained, require little 
care). 
 

8.  Plants with woody stems and branches that require prolonged heating to ignite. 
 
In Zone “B,” when there is an approved phasing plan for expansion of the project beyond the perimeter 
currently being constructed, the temporary creation of 100-feet of defensible space may be substituted for 
the non-roofing related standards of this code, subject to approval of the fire official. 
 
4921 Fire Safety Plan 
 
Prior to preliminary plat approval, a fire safety plan shall be filed with any subdivision or Planned Unit 
Development within Zone “A” or with any perimeter subdivision or Planned Unit Development in Zone 
“B” that requires compliance with this code. The plan shall be based on a site-specific wildfire risk 
assessment that includes considerations of project size, location, topography, aspect, flammable 
vegetation, climatic conditions and fire history. The plan shall address water supply, access, building 
ignition and fire-resistive factors, fire protection systems and equipment, defensible space and vegetation 
management. Developments with less than five (5) dwellings are not required to file a fire safety plan. 
 
The fire safety plan shall be retained by the code official. 
 
(Boise City Ordinance 6772, Added, 04/13/2010) 
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APPENDIX B 
 

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY FORM 
The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the 
adopting ordinance. 
When adopted, this appendix is to be used in place of Table 502.1 to determine the fire hazard severity. 
 
 
A. Subdivision Design Points 
1. Ingress/Egress: 
Two or more primary roads 1_X_ 
One road 3___ 
One-way road in, one-way road out 5___ 
 
2. Width of Primary Road: 
20 feet or more 1_X_ 
Less than 20 feet 3___ 
 
3. Accessibility: 
Road grade5%or less 1_X__ 
Road grade more than5% 3___ 
 
4. Secondary Road Terminus: 
Loop roads, cul-de-sacs with an outside turning 
Radius of 45 feet or greater 1_X_ 
Cul-de-sac turnaround 
Dead-end roads 200 feet or less in length 3___ 
Dead-end roads greater than 200 feet in length 5___ 
 
5. Street Signs: 
Present 1_X_ 
Not present 3___ 
 
 
B. Vegetation (IWUIC Definitions) 
1. Fuel Types 
Light 1__ 
Medium 5_X__ 
Heavy 10___ 
 
2. Defensible Space 
70% or more of site 1_X__ 
30% or more, but less than 70% of site 10___ 
Less than 30% of site 20___ 
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C. Topography 
8% or less 1_X__ 
More than 8%, but less than 20% 4___ 
20% or more, but less than 30% 7___ 
30% or more 10___ 
 
D. Roofing Material 
Class A Fire Rated 1___ 
Class B Fire Rated 5__ 
Class C Fire Rated 10_X_ 
Nonrated 20___ 
 
E. Fire Protection—Water Source 
500GPMhydrant within 1,000 feet 1__X_ 
Hydrant farther than 1,000 feet or draft site 2__ 
Water source 20 min. or less, round trip 5 ___ 
Water source farther than 20 min., and 
45 min. or less, round trip 7 ___ 
Water source farther than 45 min., round trip 10___ 
 
F. Existing Building Construction Materials 
Noncombustible siding/deck 1_X_ 
Noncombustible siding/combustible deck 5___ 
Combustible siding and deck 10___ 
 
G . Utilities (gas and/or electric) 
All underground utilities 1_X_ 
One underground, one aboveground 3___ 
All aboveground 5___ 
 
Total for Subdivision__25__ 
Moderate Hazard 40–59 
High Hazard 60–74 
Extreme Hazard 75+ 
 
2006 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE_ 29 
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APPENDIX C 
Recommended Idaho Firewise Planting List  

 

 

Common Name Scientific Name
Trees
Big-tooth Maple Acer grandidentatum 
Black Cottonwood Populus trichocarpa
Hackberry Celtis spp.
Water Birch Betula occidentalis

Shrubs
Bitterbrush Purshia tridentata
Chokecherry Prunus virginiana
Currant Ribes spp.
Kinnikinnick Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Oakleaf Sumac  Rhus trilobata
Oregon Grape Mahonia spp.
Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus spp.
Red-osier Dogwood Cornus sericea
Rocky Mountain Maple Acer glabrum
Saltbush Atriplex spp.
Spirea Spirea spp.
Sumac Rhus spp.
Syringa/ Mock Orange Philadelphus lewisii
Utah serviceberry Amelanchier utahensis
Wild Rose Rosa woodsii
Willow Willow sps.

Forbs
Apache Plume Fallugia paradoxa
Buckwheat Eriogonum spp.
California poppy Eschsholzia californica
Coreopsis Coreopsis spp.
Evening Primrose Oenothera spp.
Fireweed Epilobium angustifolium
Flax Linum perenne var. lewisii
Fleabane Erigeron spp.
Geranium Geranium spp.
Goldenrod Solidago spp.
Lambs´ Ears Stachys byzantina
Lewis Flax Linum perenne var. lewisii
Louisianna Mugwort Artemisia ludoviciana
Narrowleaf Yucca  Yucca glauca 
Penstemon Penstemon spp.
Prairie Smoke Geum triflorum
Prickly Pear Cactus Opuntia spp.
Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria
Red yucca Hesperaloe parviflora
Rocky Mountain Iris Iris missouriensis
Rosy Pussytoes Antennaria microphylla
Silver Lupine Lupinus argenteus
Skyrocket Ipomopsis (Gilia) aggregata
Snow in Summer Cerastium tomentosum
Virginia creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia
Wild strawberry Fragaria chiloensis
Yarrow Achillea millefolium

Grasses/ Grasslike
Bluebunch Wheatgrass Pseudoroegneria spicata
Carex Carex spp.
Festuca Festuca spp.
Sand Dropseed Sporobolus cryptandrus
Sandberg Bluegrass Poa secunda

Idaho Native Firewise Plants

Kinnikkinnick 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lewis's perennial flax 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Oregon grape 


